Let’s Build a People’s Movement for the Common Good

What we want from our political/economic/natural system

We all want a better life, not just more material possessions, for our children and for future generations. We also want to be secure. Besides dealing with physical violence, security also means that we have an economy that works for all of us, i.e., it provides good jobs that allow us to afford a decent home, enough food to eat, a good education, and necessary healthcare. We all also want to be treated fairly without fear of discrimination. Finally, security requires a healthy and sustainable environment.

What our current political/economic system has created

Currently the U.S. political and economic systems fail too many of us. These systems facilitate the amassing of great fortunes by a few at the expense of the many, partly due to our method of funding political campaigns. We spend far too much creating instruments for death and destruction instead of producing goods that benefit society. For example, the Pentagon’s budget roughly equals the military spending of the rest of the world combined. As a result of these misguided priorities, the U.S. lags most of the industrialized world in meeting the needs of its people as shown by the following chart.


Besides the comparisons shown in the chart, the U.S. has one of the highest levels of income inequality in the industrial world. We also have 47 million without health insurance and another 40 to 50 million who are underinsured. Sadly, the U.S. is also the world’s biggest debtor.

It’s up to us!

Through political and street action, we can bring about the needed changes. Only a few examples of these necessary changes are listed below.

Domestically, we require a bailout of people, not banks. This means more stimulus funds to create new living-wage green jobs in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and the rebuilding of our physical and social infrastructures. Judges must be allowed to reduce mortgages to reflect the real value of the houses being foreclosed. Financial institutions that are bankrupt must be nationalized, repaired, and then broken into smaller pieces that are never again allowed to be too big to fail. We also need healthcare reform based the single-payer approach (public funding of private health delivery), that is, Medicare for all. We have to end the ‘drug war’, an incredibly costly, wasteful and racist attack on our rights. We also must help create a strong union movement to protect workers. This effort includes encouraging Congress to pass the Employee Free Choice Act. We also need to reform policies on immigration, prisons and taxes. Democracy also requires public funding of political campaigns.

Internationally, the U.S. needs to respect international law and to support human rights. This means working through a reformed United Nations. We also need to close our military bases around the world and to immediately begin pulling our troops out of Iraq and Afghanistan in an orderly fashion. The U.S. should stop providing cover for Israeli violations of international law but, instead, work for a just resolution of the Palestinian/Israeli crisis. The U.S. also needs to support fair trade instead of corporate-controlled free trade. We must comply with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Finally, the future of humans depends on the environment we leave for coming generations. This means that we must support the efforts on alleviating global climate change and on protecting the air, water and land from pollution.

To help bring these changes about, please contact ---. Please also contact Congress every week on some of these issues at 303-224-3121, 1-800-828-0498.
Some good websites are the following: www.commondreams.org, www.yesmagazine.org and www.counterpunch.org; another important site is http://www.transitiontowns.org/. 
U.S. Rank among 30 OECD* Countries 


in 2005 or 2006





Life Expectancy 		24th 


Infant Mortality Rate		25th of 28


Math Test Results		25th 


Poverty Rate			28th


Number of Prisoners / Capita	1st


Teen Pregnancy Rate		1st 


Military Spending		1st





* Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development











